Mature placenta simulating fetus papyraceus on ultrasonic examination.
A case of a heavily calcified, mature placenta simulating the appearance of a fetus papyraceus is presented. Calcification surrounding the more sonolucent cotyledons simulated the body and limbs of a dead fetus. Awareness of the morphologic alterations which occur as the placenta matures should prevent confusion of normal placental changes with a pathologic entity.